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YouTube video by Dezer employer showing Dezerland without permits: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH8BunQ3-K_7PBpXWy6RD0g  

 
Article link: https://www.orlandoweekly.com/Blogs/archives/2019/02/11/city-of-orlando-issues-
stop-work-order-on-dezerland-action-park 

City of Orlando issues stop work order on Dezerland Action Park  

Posted By Paul Brinkmann on Mon, Feb 11, 2019 at 10:16 AM  

 
 
City officials have slapped a stop work order on the entire renovation of the former Artegon 
Marketplace shopping mall, and restarted $200-a-day fines against its owner, President Donald 
Trump’s friend and business partner Michael Dezer.  
 
Dezer has been renovating the mall and renamed it Dezerland Action Park. 
The stop work order and new fines began Friday after code officers were on site and observed 
that work had been done without proper permits, city spokeswoman Karyn Barber said.  
 
“The applicant did not come into compliance for the building alterations they had done 
previously, without permits, in time for the February 7th deadline,” Barber said in an emailed 
statement.  
 
Dezer’s company had plans to open early this year as a limited auto dealership, which they 
believed was allowed under existing zoning.  
 
When asked Monday morning about the stop work order, Dezer’s general manager in Orlando, 
Michael Rich, said he believed the order was only for one tenant at the mall. But Barber 
confirmed that the city has ordered work to stop on the entire project. After he was asked for 
clarification, Rich said, "We have stopped work pending plans in review."  
 
The mall itself sat empty for a year until Dezer came along and bought it, on 100-plus acres in 
the heart of Orlando’s tourism corridor, for nearly $24 million. Almost immediately, he started 
moving 1,500 cars from his South Florida collections to the former mall and planned to open a 
variety of attractions there, including a go-cart track and vintage pinball museum. 

 
He quickly ran into trouble with the City of Orlando, which started fining him for lack of permits.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH8BunQ3-K_7PBpXWy6RD0g
https://www.orlandoweekly.com/Blogs/archives/2019/02/11/city-of-orlando-issues-stop-work-order-on-dezerland-action-park
https://www.orlandoweekly.com/Blogs/archives/2019/02/11/city-of-orlando-issues-stop-work-order-on-dezerland-action-park
https://www.orlandoweekly.com/author/paul-brinkmann


 
 
 

 
 
On a separate matter, Dezer has submitted a new master plan for the entire property, including a 
future apartment building to the south of the mall building. Those plans are now set for public 
meetings for Technical Review at 2 p.m. Tuesday, March 5; at the city’s Municipal Planning 
Board, 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 19; and finally the City Council at 2 p.m. Monday, April 22.  
 
Dezer was known for building multiple “Trump Tower” condos in South Florida as well as the 
luxurious Porsche Design Tower in Miami, where units have their own car elevator and garage.  
 
Dezer has one of the most extensive private vehicle collections in the world, including a Vespa 
collection, and one of the world’s largest James Bond collections. His museum in South Florida 
had a section dedicated to the James Bond movie, From Russia With Love. 



From: Margo Berman
To: Proffitt, Justin
Subject: Important Intracoastal Mall Redevelopment information
Date: Thursday, August 06, 2020 1:14:22 PM
Attachments: Dezerland - no work permits.docx

[EXTERNAL]This email originated from outside the organization. 
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Justin,
 
I wanted to explain the key issues that are upsetting many of the residents, including a feasible traffic
solution, the overbearing density, a hotel’s security/noise problems, a canal’s safety issues and the traffic
hazards of a parking garage at the entrance to Eastern Shores.
 
For your reference, I’m attaching two news articles that point out specific problems. The first one is a link
to a news clip. This showcases inappropriate guest behavior at condos being used as short-term rentals.
It featured Miami condos that have been converted into hotel-like party spots.
https://wsvn.com/news/investigations/residents-at-2-miami-condos-fed-up-with-short-term-rentals-
pandemic-parties
 
The second article details Dezer’s avoidance of permits while building Dezerland, an entertainment
complex in Orlando. The city sued him and stopped construction until he obtained the necessary building
permits.
 
It also contains a disturbing YouTube link with Mark Harmon, an employee who sued Dezer, walking
through the center pointing out all the cordoned off areas that prevented inspectors any access.
 
Both articles and the Dezer-related video serve as a warning to any city official. Promises are only as
honorable as the person who makes them. How comfortable would you be signing a 30-year agreement
with a developer who doesn’t even bother to get permits?
 
Now, ask yourself how anyone can safely predict the future or realistically guarantee tax revenue of $11
million dollars or 2,700 new jobs from a new, mixed-use project? If that were accurate, then it would be
no problem for Dezer to set up an $11 million escrow account as a guarantee.
 
I hope you carefully consider the above information when it’s time to vote.
 
Thank you again for your attention. I look forward to speaking with you in the future.
 
Best regards,
Margo 

Margo Berman, Professor, Author, Inventor 
305-318-6427
www.MentalPeanutButter.com
Margo Berman: Books
Apps: On iTunes

Advertising tactikPAK  http://apple.co/1GRltOv
Copywriting tactikPAK  http://apple.co/1dA7TXx

mailto:margobermanauthor@gmail.com
mailto:Justin.Proffitt@citynmb.com
https://wsvn.com/news/investigations/residents-at-2-miami-condos-fed-up-with-short-term-rentals-pandemic-parties
https://wsvn.com/news/investigations/residents-at-2-miami-condos-fed-up-with-short-term-rentals-pandemic-parties
https://www.mentalpeanutbutter.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=margo+berman&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Amargo+berman
http://apple.co/1GRltOv
http://apple.co/1dA7TXx
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Article link: https://www.orlandoweekly.com/Blogs/archives/2019/02/11/city-of-orlando-issues-stop-work-order-on-dezerland-action-park

City of Orlando issues stop work order on Dezerland Action Park 

Posted By Paul Brinkmann on Mon, Feb 11, 2019 at 10:16 AM 

[image: Mac 480GB:Users:margoberman:Dropbox (Personal):                       E. SHORES:Articles about project:dezerland_orlando_exterior_with_artegon_sign_still_visible_d.jpg]



City officials have slapped a stop work order on the entire renovation of the former Artegon Marketplace shopping mall, and restarted $200-a-day fines against its owner, President Donald Trump’s friend and business partner Michael Dezer. 

Dezer has been renovating the mall and renamed it Dezerland Action Park.
The stop work order and new fines began Friday after code officers were on site and observed that work had been done without proper permits, city spokeswoman Karyn Barber said. 

“The applicant did not come into compliance for the building alterations they had done previously, without permits, in time for the February 7th deadline,” Barber said in an emailed statement. 

Dezer’s company had plans to open early this year as a limited auto dealership, which they believed was allowed under existing zoning. 

When asked Monday morning about the stop work order, Dezer’s general manager in Orlando, Michael Rich, said he believed the order was only for one tenant at the mall. But Barber confirmed that the city has ordered work to stop on the entire project. After he was asked for clarification, Rich said, "We have stopped work pending plans in review." 

The mall itself sat empty for a year until Dezer came along and bought it, on 100-plus acres in the heart of Orlando’s tourism corridor, for nearly $24 million. Almost immediately, he started moving 1,500 cars from his South Florida collections to the former mall and planned to open a variety of attractions there, including a go-cart track and vintage pinball museum.


He quickly ran into trouble with the City of Orlando, which started fining him for lack of permits. 
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On a separate matter, Dezer has submitted a new master plan for the entire property, including a future apartment building to the south of the mall building. Those plans are now set for public meetings for Technical Review at 2 p.m. Tuesday, March 5; at the city’s Municipal Planning Board, 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 19; and finally the City Council at 2 p.m. Monday, April 22. 

Dezer was known for building multiple “Trump Tower” condos in South Florida as well as the luxurious Porsche Design Tower in Miami, where units have their own car elevator and garage. 

Dezer has one of the most extensive private vehicle collections in the world, including a Vespa collection, and one of the world’s largest James Bond collections. His museum in South Florida had a section dedicated to the James Bond movie, From Russia With Love.
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On Google Play: Copywriting tactikPAK http://tinyurl.com/q7ml8ys

PLEASE NOTE: The City of North Miami Beach is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of
the Florida Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered under such laws
and thus subject to disclosure. All e-mail sent and received is captured by our servers and kept
as public record.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=plutoniumproductions.copywriting&hl=en%20%20%20%20http://tinyurl.com/q7ml8ys
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July 13, 2020 
 
City of North Miami Beach 
17011 NE 19th Ave 
North Miami Beach, FL 33162 
 
 
To Mayor, Commisioners and City Manager 
 
This letter is regarding the Dezer Presentation for Traffic 
Mitigation Plans at the Intracaostal Mall “Eastern Mixed-
Use Waterfront District (EASTERN MU/WF) presented by Dezer 
on Friday evening 7/10/20. 
 
 
1. I have attached the July 2020 traffic study comments 
from The Corradino Group to J. Profit dated 7/7/20 which is 
one of the attachments to the P&Z agenda for 7/13/20... 
 
 Regarding the Corradino Group Memo authored by Edward Ng, 
AICP, the author's comments are flawed and in error...In 
the 2nd paragraph: “1.Prior to site plan approval,………… 
pertaining to AN access point with direct east and west 
access..." The “AN” is incorrectly referring to ONE access 
point, clearly not the Multiple Access Points referenced in 
Code Section 24-58.7 
 
 
2. I am also attaching a portion of the City’s Municipal 
Code Section 24-58.7 which was adopted by the city on March 
17, 2015. Sub-Section 24-58.7 (O)(2)(e) states "the 
developer SHALL be required to provide for MULTIPLE access 
points with direct east and west access to and from SR 826 
and traffic mitigation such that the development does not 
over burden NE 35th Avenue." 
Section 24-58.7 (P)(2)(a) calls for a Pre-application 
Conference to review and address: “Provide a traffic study 
that shows Multiple Access Points with direct East and West 
Access to and From SR 826 and Traffic Mitigation such that 
the Development does NOT overburden NE 35th Avenue.” 
The intention of the Code was to create multiple free flow 
entrance and exit points to the Property, and alleviate a 
potential increase of traffic on 35th avenue (a primarily 
residential access road), and provide traffic improvements 
for east/west traffic on the 826. 
 
 Regarding the required Direct Access Points that the 
developer must provide, the mere fact that they are 
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proposing additional lanes and 3 NEW entrances on 35th 
Avenue are OVERBURDONING and cannot be allowed. 
 
My Definition of OVERBURDONING as it pertains to Dezer’s 
presentation: 

a. As proposed SR 826 will have three (3) turn lanes onto 
NE 35th Avenue.  This will create a mixed traffic 
composition, and a large proportion of weaving 
vehicles making there way into the proposed 
development. Most vehicles will try to weave from the 
inside and secondary lanes for the first or second 
entrance, creating dangerous weaving patterns on 35th 
avenue, as well as a major disruption of residential 
traffic into eastern shores. This weave pattern 
already exists with only 2 turn lanes. 
a. Triple turn lanes are usually utilized for 

ingress onto limited access roadways (highways, 
causeways, etc.) that allow for quick 
acceleration and limited decision points. The 
proposed 35th avenue configuration will have 8 
decision points, the first decision point only 
200 feet from the end of the turn. 

b. Normally, “triple left-turn lanes are appropriate 
at intersections with high left-turn volumes that 
cannot be adequately served with a single or 
double turn lane”. FHWA states that a double turn 
lane should be used for left-turn volumes 
exceeding 300 vehicles per hour, and a triple 
turn lane when demand exceeds 600 vehicles per 
hour. Based on this logic, a triple turn lane 
would double the amount of traffic being loaded 
onto 35th avenue  A CLEAR CASE OF OVERBURDONING. 

 To summarize, the plans show that multiple access 
points with direct east and west access to and from SR 
826 have NOT been created, and in direct violation of 
the ordinance have increased ingress/egress points from 
the existing 2 to 5 to the property along 35th Avenue. 

 
b. The plans denote the creation of a new signalized 

intersection at what will become 36th Avenue. The 
distance between the existing 35th avenue signalized 
intersection and new 36th avenue signalized 
intersection to be approximately 400 feet.  This 
creates a stopping point closer to the curved section 
of the west bound approach structure off the 
Intercoastal Waterway bascule bridge. This increases 
the potential for collisions and can present sight-
distance and operational problems for drivers. A high 
incidence of accidents, particularly involving 
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vehicles approaching from the bridge, may be the 
result of a problem associated with grade and angle. 
When right turns on red are permitted out of the 
Property, drivers may have more difficulty judging 
gaps when turning.  

 The FWHA states that thought should be given to “the 
locations of other nearby traffic signals when 
considering the installation of new traffic signals”. 
Many experts state that even for a minor roadway 
classification in current and projected urban areas the 
distance between 2 signalized intersections should be at 
a minimum ¼ mile (1,320 ft.) - ½ mile (2,640 ft.). The 
intersection will create addition traffic and congestion 
along the 826, as well as inadequate space when vehicles 
queue up at the new 36th avenue signal.  

The new proposed 36th avenue signalized interchange will 
also create a conflict for traffic heading east on the 826 
from 35th avenue. Currently traffic has dedication lane 
separated by plastic delineators creating a safe merge and 
acceleration area from vehicles heading east on 826. The 
design would eliminate the safety feature and push east 
bound vehicles close to the new 36th avenue left turn lane. 
If the left turn lane is over capacity a potential 
collision could occur.   
 
In Conclusion: 
For these reasons, the Developer should modify the Site 
Plans to accommodate multiple access points with direct 
east and west access as required, reduce the number of 
access points along 35th avenue, and remove the proposed 
triple left turn lane. 
A Traffic Mitigation Plan that De-Incentivizes 
vehicles from using 35th avenue and creating a 
traffic burden for residents of Eastern Shores 
needs to be created. 
 
 

Saul Smukler 
 
Saul Smukler, P.E. 
3207 NE 168 Street 
North Miami Beach, FL 33160 
 
305-525-9191 (mobile) 
 
  



From: Scubacatbliss
To: Cino,Sharon; Parada,Ana C.; Proffitt, Justin
Subject: Re: Public Comment - Intracoastal Mall
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 6:52:40 PM

I did not see that my public comment which was submitted on June 8, 2020 at 11:37 a.m.
before the first public hearing included in the document for tonight’s July 13, 2020 meeting.
See your document titled All Public Comment Emails Received Up To 7-13-20
(491pages).pdf

Please make the correction to your document and include my public comment. 

Thank you.
Patricia Bliss
Property owner, 3660 NE 166 Street, NMB, FL 33160

Sent from my iPad

On Jun 8, 2020, at 12:00 PM, Scubacatbliss <scubacatbliss@gmail.com> wrote:

I sent an email with my public comments for tonight’s hearing. Please confirm
that it will be read into the pubic record at the meeting. 

Thanks,
Patricia Bliss

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Scubacatbliss <scubacatbliss@gmail.com>
Date: June 8, 2020 at 11:37:08 AM EDT
To: "NMBCOMDEV@citynmb.com"
<NMBCOMDEV@CITYNMB.COM>
Subject: Public Comment - Intracoastal Mall

Here’s comments-questions on the Dezer Intracoastal Mall Project.

 

I’m concerned about (1) ability to remove the food
supermarket, (2) boat dockage in N3 area along NE
165th/166th street canal, and (3) the agreement’s term
length.

1. I oppose Residential Use as an equivalent
substitution for Supermarket (Term Sheet
Section 3.b.) This allows the creation of a

mailto:scubacatbliss@gmail.com
mailto:Sharon.Cino@citynmb.com
mailto:Ana.Parada@citynmb.com
mailto:Justin.Proffitt@citynmb.com


food desert on the City’s east side.
Supermarkets in Sunny Isles and Aventura
are not the same as a local neighborhood
food store. The supermarket should remain
a requirement.

2. Section 3.f.iv. states “waterfront
promenade” is accessible to the public and
extends “along the entire northern and
eastern site boundary”.  Document L-208
showing N3 area has large vessels/marina
pictured. It’s not a waterfront park if one
cannot see the water. Provide guidance on
N3 promenade uses/restrictions. Does
Project allow boat dockage in the NE
165th/166th street canal? If yes, what
limitations (non-commercial; length, width,
height)? Are marina facilities allowed?

I request restrictive covenant placed on the NE
165th/166th street canal which prohibits dockage of any
vessels along the northern boundary of N3 area be added.
Limit all dockage, marina, and commercial rentals to the
eastern boundary (which already has similar uses) and
the proposed interior canal.

3. The agreement should be 20-years, not 30
(Section 21.2.) The agreement is
renewable and developer rights
transferable. Incentives should expire if the
Project is not built today. The $11 million
tax forecast is achieved only after total
buildout in 10 years. The real estate
projection, vacancy, and occupancy rates
appear generous given the economy’s
uncertainty and instability due to COVID-
19. State-shared revenue, sales taxes,
interfund transfers, and intergovernmental
revenues are adversely impacted across
Florida. Sunset agreement to motivate
developer action. 

Patricia Bliss
Property Owner 3660 NE 166th Street, NMB

PLEASE NOTE: The City of North Miami Beach is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of
the Florida Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered under such laws
and thus subject to disclosure. All e-mail sent and received is captured by our servers and kept
as public record.





From: Bruce Lamberto
To: Proffitt, Justin
Subject: Re: U turn
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 7:35:03 PM
Attachments: image005.png

image004.png
image006.png
image003.png

Justin

The applicant looked into the cost of putting the u turn under the bridge and decided it was too expensive
to pursue. You took his word for it that it was not feasible. I spoke with FDOT about it and they stated in
could be looked at as an alternate to what the applicant submitted (traffic light).

The U turn concept could allow multiple driveways onto the site...thats what I was trying to state in my
previous email. 

You should have Kimley Horn look at the U turn and tell them this is an option you want them to study.
Certainly it will be a much more expensive option that the developer will cringe at but since we gave them
"free" upzoned land to build an additional 1331 units and a 250 unit hotel, there should be plenty of profit
in the free-bee to allow the developer to pay for it.

This options is the least impactful on ES.

One more thing....how is it that you gave staff recommendation to the project without ever holding a town
meeting (pre-covid) sending out any neighborhood surveys, or requesting resident comments prior to
your project recommendation? I'd really like to hear your answer on this.

Last time I checked, government is supposed to be by the people and for the people....not by the
developer and for the developer....

Regards
Bruce Lamberto
786 367 7072

-----Original Message-----
From: Proffitt, Justin <Justin.Proffitt@citynmb.com>
To: Lamberto, Bruce <blamberto@aol.com>
Sent: Tue, Jul 14, 2020 3:12 pm
Subject: RE: U turn

Hello Bruce,
 
I am not sure I exactly follow what you are saying, but it sounds like one of the alternatives
the applicant looked at and presented the other night with the exception of the flyover.
 
If you would like to talk on the phone about it let me know.

Thanks,
 

Justin Proffitt, AICP
Community Development Director
City of North Miami Beach

mailto:blamberto@aol.com
mailto:Justin.Proffitt@citynmb.com









#stepupnvs EITEET









  

Community Development Department
T (305) 354-4456, ext. 4456

17050 NE 19th Avenue, North Miami Beach, FL 33162 | www.citynmb.com | City NMB on Social
Media:    
 
 
From: Bruce Lamberto <blamberto@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 9:49 PM
To: Proffitt, Justin <Justin.Proffitt@citynmb.com>
Subject: U turn
 
Justin...why cant tge u turn follow the path of the flyover slide and the u turn slide...providing two driveway
exits?
The exiting of the property can be handled by extending the service road to 36th avenue and motorists
can make a u turn to go east just as they do when they leave the Outback RK Plaza ...left lane on service
road...the green arrow protected light allows a U turn to be made.
Comments please...
Regards
Bruce Lamberto
786 367 7072 cell
PLEASE NOTE: The City of North Miami Beach is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of
the Florida Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered under such
laws and thus subject to disclosure. All e-mail sent and received is captured by our servers
and kept as public record.
PLEASE NOTE: The City of North Miami Beach is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of the Florida
Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered under such laws and thus subject to
disclosure. All e-mail sent and received is captured by our servers and kept as public record.
PLEASE NOTE: The City of North Miami Beach is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of
the Florida Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered under such laws
and thus subject to disclosure. All e-mail sent and received is captured by our servers and kept
as public record.
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